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Lessons @ Borders 
Pastor Charlie Baile 

Studying here at Borders Café. There is one outlet (the top plug 
shorts out) and so literally there is one plug that services the whole 
cafeteria area and yet they promote with big signs “free wireless 
Internet.” That’s a problem.  

But wait. One man has brought his six plug power strip. Five of us 
are currently using it—huddled close around the tables, all stretching 
our cables so that we can plug in to the power source. I say to myself, 
This has to be a God moment! It is too funny to pass up.  

Without this power strip and one outlet, we would not be able to 
do anything. The spiritual power source that Christians must plug into daily is all from one source: Jesus 
Christ (Col. 2:10). What we all need continually is the good news of the Gospel. The “gospel” is not a thing 
and “grace” is not a something; they are both ultimately a person. The “gospel” is Jesus crucified for sinners 
(me) and the “grace” of God that comes to us is Jesus (2 Cor. 8:9). The Holy Spirit ministers power and 
comfort and hope and strengthens our faith and renews our zeal and compassion, but what is that? The Holy 
Spirit is the lifeline between us and Jesus.  

We feed on Jesus. Where did that power and comfort and hope and strength come from? Jesus! We are 
the vine and He is the precious branch (John 15). We are the body and He is the head. We grow with a 
growth from God as we are being nourished and knit together through joints 
and ligaments and holding fast to our Head, Jesus (Col. 2:19). “Out of His 
fullness we have all received grace upon grace” (John 1:16). When our needs 
are met from the wells of salvation (Ps. 36:8; Is. 12:3) we get joy, strength and 
solace in communion with God in prayer and feeding upon Him through the 
Word. When we actually do that, it is Jesus Himself who ultimately ministers to 
us by His Spirit so that we grow in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 
3:18). We grow more in love with Him and not the world (I John 2:15-17; Luke 
24:32) and we grow in our dependency upon Him as He becomes our all in all. 
This is summed up in a deep contentment to even be weak that He might be 
made strong in our weakness (2 Cor. 12:8-10; Philippians 4:11-13).  

To the prideful, controlling, angry and stubborn personalities, He comes 
along and shows them who is The Sovereign and who needs to “get behind 
me.” He brings humility and patience and flexibility and joy to these people. 
They are no longer angry, no longer controlling and manipulative, no longer 
trying to tilt the universe in their favor, no longer trying to use God as a means 
to their own selfish ends. Jesus ushers in fresh compassion, and arrogance 
erodes away with the fresh rain from the Spirit. People actually start to enjoy 
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being around them, employees actually stay, 
spouses aren’t resentful under a veneer of 
contentedness, and children are no longer 
fantasizing about when they can get away from 
parents who lead them to believe that they are 
never quite good enough. There is a new smell and 
it’s no longer the moldy harsh judgments, prickly 
comments, and highly critical opinions (what Jude 
calls “grumblers, malcontents” v.16). The person and 
not just the words, “take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me for I am gentle and humble in 
heart” (Matt. 11:29) are taken by faith and 
repentance inevitably begins to follow deeper and 
deeper. The new smell is clean and refreshing.  

To the fearful, the timid, and the cowardly, He 
gives confidence and courage to stand on 
convictions and to confront in love those who would 
normally trample them. He gives a burning zeal to 
speak about Jesus with unbelievers, to step out in 
faith to confront wrong doings, and to dare to do by 
His Spirit bold acts of love and justice. The never-
assertive person who is hamstrung by fear is set free 
to truly love outside of their petty predictable box 
and compelled by the love of Christ to be an 
ambassador for Jesus at the check-out line, in having 
conversations with neighbors that delve deeper than 
the standard trivial chit-chat, and moving towards 
difficult people rather than fleeing them. The deep 
appreciation of being a son or a daughter of the King 
overrides being an “approval suck” from mere 
people. There is a greater master now and it is in 
awe of the audience of One (Gal. 5:1).  

To those depressed beyond belief, disappointed 
beyond hope, and destroyed by selfish neediness, 
Jesus shows up as the new wine when all the wine is 
gone (John 2), the water source that would cause to 
leave our pitcher and head into town with the good 
news (John 4), the true bread from heaven when 
there is no food for the hungry (John 6), the light in 
the darkness (John 1 & 8), the one causing the blind 
to see (John 9), and the one who raises dead bones 
to life (John 11). I marveled this week in this ESV 
footnote from John 2:11; take note of this glorious 
truth:  

(Continued from page 1) In each of the signs that John [Gospel of John] 
includes, the emphasis is on the way in which 
the ‘sign’ reveals Jesus’ messianic character… 
and on the exceptional and striking nature of 
the feat accomplished by Jesus – such as the 
large quantity and high quality of wine (2:6,10), 
the fact that the official’s son is healed a long 
distance away by the sheer power of Jesus’ 
word (4:47, 49-50) the invalid’s recovery from a 
38 year long ordeal (5:5); the large quantity of 
food produced by Jesus (6:13); the man’s 
recovery from lifelong blindness (9:1-2), and the 
raising of Lazarus after four days in the tomb 
(11:17,39)… 

Nothing is too hard for Jesus. Not you, not me, not 
our neighbor, not the dysfunctional family down the 
block. Jesus is bigger.  

To the lovers of small things, those entertained 
and worn out by everything from piddling in the 
garage or fixing of stuff that should be pitched, to 
the shopper paying for their therapy, to those living 
for the latest renovation or acquisition, to the viewer 
in front of a screen who tries to get a life from 
watching fictional characters in fictional situations 
have fiction experiences: To all of us, Jesus holds out 
abundant life (John 10:10), something that is much 
bigger and better than any of this. Jesus comes to 
give more than our wildest expectations. He is “the 
Lord of glory” (I Cor. 2:8; James 2:1), and we need to 
meditate on that. He turns lives upside down and 
inside out to those who dare to journey with him 
and follow Him whenever, however, wherever. ğ 

THE NEW CHURCH 

DIRECTORIES ARE 

IN!  

 Get yours in the  

Narthex next Sunday! 
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Adoption/Foster Care Committee News 
by Judy Wierenga, Congregant 

Who is 20 months old, cute as a button and 
ready to move from Hong Kong to Minnesota? Why 
it’s little Valerie, who is waiting for the High Court 
Order that will transfer her guardianship to the Tim 
and Heidi Hopkins family!  

Tim and Heidi, former members of Shady Grove, 
began working with Bethany Christian Services in 
February of 2009. They had struggled with infertility 
and felt that God was leading them toward adopting 
a child. Heidi says, “God really brought some things 
before us and really got a hold of our hearts, and we 
believe that it is no accident that Valerie is being 
placed in our family. God has really made our hearts 
tender to all those precious children waiting for 
families, and we long to see the orphans in loving, 
Godly homes.” But that was just the very beginning 
of their journey!  

When they started the adoption process, they 
didn’t know if they would pursue domestic or 
international adoption, and they really had not 
thought at all about adopting a child with special 
needs. They prepared the paperwork and submitted 
their formal application in February of 2009. But God 
continued to bring to their hearts those waiting 
children, many with special needs, who need families 
to scoop them up and raise them in Christian homes. 
Eventually they answered, “Yes, Lord!” 

By August their home study was approved, and 
in September their I-800a immigration was 
approved. The official matching approval came on 
December 31st. But this was still not the final step. 
Right now they are waiting for Hong Kong to issue 
the High Court Order, and when that happens, they 
can make travel arrangements and fly to Hong Kong 
to bring Valerie home. They will be in Hong Kong for 
about a week and expect the adoption to be finalized 
in the USA about three months later.  

But for the Hopkins family, “waiting” does not 
mean “sitting still.” They have gotten a room ready 
for Valerie, sent a video of their family to Hong Kong 
for her watch, and involved their four-year-old son, 

Freddie, in the process 
to jump-start his 
adjustment to having a 
sister.  

They have also 
started two fundraising 
projects to help pay for 
the adoption. Adoption 
is expensive, and Tim 
and Heidi expect the 
total cost to be about $20,000. One of their projects 
is the website <www.justlovecoffee.com/valerie>. 
Each pound of coffee you buy credits the Hopkins 
family with $5.00. Be sure to add the “/valerie” to 
the address so they get the credit. The other project 
is at <www.sweetbaboodesigns.etsy.com>, where 
Heidi is selling adorable cloth owls called “Little 
Hoots” that would make great gifts!  

Tim and Heidi are excited and just a little scared 
as they wait to meet Valerie face-to-face and bring 
her to her “forever home.” They covet our prayers, 
and have some specific requests:  
J That Hong Kong would issue the High Court 

Order quickly. 
J That Valerie stays healthy (she has a heart 

condition, ASD, that hopefully will not require 
surgery) and her needs are met; that she will not 
be too scared of us; that we will all bond with 
one another.  

J For the adjustment of our whole family.  
J That we would be able to get a reasonable price 

on our plane tickets to Hong Kong. 
J For patience and peace in the waiting.  
J For Freddie as he waits, accompanies us, and 

adjusts to his new sister. 
If you want to contact Heidi to get updates and 

give words of encouragement, send email to 
<heidihopkins0607@hotmail.com> and be sure to 
look at the new Adoption/Foster Care Committee 
bulletin board to see a picture of Valerie, the 
Hopkins family, and one of those cute Little Hoots!ğ 
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Missionaries of the Month: Young Life 
by  Lisa Johns, Congregant 

Montgomery County Young Life is Shady Grove’s 
featured ministry for May.  

Young Life is a ministry designed to build 
relationships with teenage students, to let them 
know they are truly cared for, and to give them a 
chance to hear the gospel in a non-threatening way 
through clubs formed in county schools.   

Stefan Wiltz, director of Montgomery County 
Young Life, has shared a number of positive 
highlights that are currently happening in the 
organization. Six new leaders from the University of 
Maryland and Montgomery College have been 
placed in clubs around the country. Young Life clubs 
at Sherwood, Blake, and Damascus High Schools, as 
well as the Capernaum Club for kids with disabilities, 
continue to thrive. Financially, Young Life still has 

positive numbers at this point in the year.  The 
Young Life staff requests prayer for: 
V Summer camp sign-ups. The goal is to take over 

150 kids to camp this summer. 
V The Richard Montgomery, Quince Orchard /

Northwest, and Churchill clubs, which are all in 
rebuilding phases and are seeking out a key 
group of campaigner kids to reach students in 
those schools. Their goal is to be having club in 
all these schools again by the fall.   

V Fundraising efforts for summer camp scholarship 
programs as well as a golf tournament in August. 
Young Life hopes to raise $7,000 for camp 
scholarships and $25,000 at the golf tournament.  

V A new staff member for Young Life’s Capernaum 
Club by September 2010. The organization is 
currently interviewing a few potential people and 
the staff is praying one of the candidates will 
work out.  

For more information on Montgomery County Young 
Life, please call the office at 301-963-5501 or visit 
their website at <www.younglife.org>.  ğ 

Dear Friends at Shady Grove,  
      Now that several weeks have passed since your 

Missions Conference, we have a question for each and 
every one of you: Have you taken anything you learned (or 
were reminded of) at the conference and put it into 
practice as you show and tell the gospel in your 
community or partner with others who show and tell the 
gospel around the world?  

Perhaps you have begun praying more for missionary 
needséperhaps you have been challenged to give more 
to faith promiseéperhaps you have been reading 
missionary biographieséperhaps you have beené 

      Weõd love to hear from you how God has been 
working in and through you as a result of your Missions Conference!  Thank you so 
much for your faithful prayers, words of encouragement, gracious hospitality, and 
generous financial support. We love you!                                                    ñBert & Nancy 
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Lighthouses 
by  Matt Zell, Congregant 

Having served as a Coast Guard officer I have a 
certain keen interest and attraction for aids to 
navigation and especially for lighthouses.  

Many people who enjoy visiting a lighthouse may 
not be familiar with the term “aid to navigation” but 
are rather visiting it as a tourist destination that 
offers a great view of the surrounding area. It’s a fun 
thing to do—to be with the many other people 
climbing up the lighthouse’s stairs and reading about 
the lighthouse’s history.  

However, aids to navigation are not just tourist 
sites or pretty decorations floating on the water 
(buoys). They serve a real and critical purpose. All 
aids to navigation are there to guide ship captains 
and their vessels through safe waters. It is always 
important to stay in safe water and away from 
hidden underwater hazards, and it becomes harder 
to do in storms or heavy fogs. Hence the need for 
lighthouses. 

This is a great analogy for a church. Certainly a 
church should be a beautiful place to visit and a fun 
place to meet with other folks who are climbing the 
stairs to see the grand view provided from a Biblical 
perspective or who are reading in wonder the 
church’s rich history. Like a lighthouse, a church is 
there for a critical purpose: To help people navigate 
the waters of life with the hope of guiding them to 
the One from whom springs living water.  

At the best of times our culture is a sea riddled 
with hidden hazards that can cause a person to 
become shipwrecked. At other times life can feel like 
a storm, tossing one to and fro, or perhaps a fog so 
thick that one loses one’s way and drifts far off 
course. At times like these people need help; they 
need real answers and the truth.  

I was recently confronted with a person who is in 
a stormy season of life. We met through SGPCA’s ESL 
program (English as a Second Language). He told me 
that he wanted to learn more about the Bible 
because he did not understand the Bible or how to 
apply it to his life. Ellen and I had him over for dinner 

and after dinner walked with him through the 
Scriptures. He understood man had sinned against 
God, he admitted he had sinned against God, he 
understood that there had to be payment for sin but 
he did not know how that payment could be made. 
The Scriptures told him about the perfect sacrifice, 
the payment that was made once and for all, 
through the blood of Jesus. He prayed to accept 
Jesus’ payment for his sins and to surrender to Jesus 
as Lord of his life. His face radiated his joy and he 
told us, “thank you, now I am so happy!”  

He was so happy and he had us write down all 
the Scriptures we shared. I thought he just wanted 
to review them later. He actually read them all with 
his wife and he reported back that she also prayed to 
accept Jesus as her Savior. Praise the Lord!  

In truth, his personal problems are far from being 
over. He still has big issues to deal with, like finding a 
job and getting a visa, but now he is growing in the 
Lord and his understanding of the distinction 
between religion and a relationship with God. Please 
pray for our new brother Juan and his wife, Ruth. 
Pray that the Lord will continue to lead them to 
Himself and that they would find their answers to 
life’s questions in Him.  

Sometimes we come to SGPCA like tourists; it’s 
an enjoyable place and the fellowship is sweet. 
However, we need to remember that while 
attending church can be fun it also serves a critical 
mission: To help people navigate life’s waters so that 
they can find the only true safe passage for this life 
and to eternal life, Christ Jesus our Lord.  ğ 
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Missions Notes 
by  Jan Stacey, Congregant 

 “The CORE of missions sending is prayer! The battle 
will be done through PRAYER! It’s been a spiritual battle 
here over the past weeks!” These words were written by 
one of our missionaries—read on to find out who! 

Chuck and Barbara, Southern Asia: IAs they train 
pastors and elders, they are praising God for the church 
interns who have helped carry the work load. They ask for 
wisdom and discernment as they decide on new interns, 
and also on best way to reach out to the poor. Barbara 
asks for strength as she works with the school for special 
children. Pray the Government would return to less 
restrictive visa regulations. 

 Chris Garriott, RUF, Maryland: Chris preached April 
25, and I remember him saying “earn the right to be 
heard, establish relationship in Love.” He laughed with 
me as he said that students are not 9-5ers but 1-5ers 
(that is AM folks) so pray for strength and endurance for 
Chris and his interns. He shared from the pulpit how God 
really blessed their missions trip to Mexico.  

 Eric and Lauren Huber, Ukraine: They have served in 
Kiev for over a decade and have established many 
relationships for the Gospel, and Eric was recently blessed 
as he attended the 10th anniversary of a church he helped 
start. What a blessing for a missionary, to see fruit after 
so many years of service. They are looking for housing in 
the area for June-August, and they need a point person 
see the bulletin.  

Paul and Louise Klawitter, France: Imagine going into 
Starbucks here and different small groups are reading the 
Bible. This is what is happening in Dijon, France, in their 
new café ministry. Paul shared from the pulpit on April 25 
on how God is working among unlikely folks. One of their 
groups is reading through Luke, please pray for hearts to 
be opened to the Gospel 

Michael and Pearl Oh, Japan: Michael wrote the 
above words, as his team is in the middle of a huge 
project: buying land for their seminary. He also writes: 
“I’m battle weary and feel spiritually vulnerable without 
strong prayer support.” Amazingly, financial support for 
this project has come from missionaries, but they need 
more financial support. Michael is having some physical 
problems; pray for him and his family and the team. 

Andy and Kathy Pickens, Ireland: When was the last 
time you couldn’t fly home on time because of a volcano, 
of all things? They have been in Ireland during April for 

several important meetings. Andy writes that God has 
taken care of them and that the delay was fruitful in 
Greystone. They continue to raise support; they hope to 
leave for Ireland this fall.  

Joshua Stacey, Student Ministry: Sharing the gospel 
with International Students presents all kinds of 
challenges. A powerful tool to give atheists has been Tim 
Keller’s The Reason for God. Josh and the team have seen 
breakthroughs but they are exhausted, and so they took a 
short weekend retreat to the mountains. Pray for renewal 
in the midst of the battle and their Bible study based on 
the seven instances of “I Am” in John.  

Bert and Nancy Williams, Africa: We all enjoyed 
them during the March Mission Conference, They 
continue to travel and visit their supporters. It is tiring to 
live out of a suitcase, so pray for their endurance and 
wisdom. Also pray for their work in South Africa to 
continue in their absence. They are most thankful for the 
time they have had with their children, Emily (teacher) 
and Greg (student).   

Matt and Ellen Zell, Honduras: This is a ministry that 
provides community health evangelism to the Lencas 
Indians. As demonstrated during the mission conference, 
one of the things they will be teaching the Lencas is solar 
water disinfection. They hope to leave for Honduras in 
August; pray that they will raise additional support. 

Good News Jail Ministry: Rev. Russ Isler works at the 
Clarksburg facility with about 750-800 inmates and 
oversees the work of 350 volunteers and 45 religious 
programs. They host Bible studies, worship services, 
classes, and job skill training. He shared, “We break the 
cycle of crime one person at a time through a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ.” They are supported by 
churches and individuals, and they have a current need 
for large-print Bibles. Pray for the inmates. 

Kymira Callaway: She also was part of the mission 
conference in March. Continue to pray for her and for her 
team as they minister to the students at Howard 
University in D.C. via Young Life.   

Shady Grove Pregnancy Center: It goes without 
saying that they are serving on the frontline in the culture 
wars. They provide private counseling, pregnancy testing, 
referral assistance, maternal assistance and post-abortion 
counseling. Pray for their director Jackie and her staff for 
their noble work.  ğ 


