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If Only . ..

Pastor Charlie Baile

Ex. 16.2: And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness, The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat
around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to
starve this entire assembly to death."
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Germantown Church Plant
by Pastor Matt Roberts

@ Christ Community Church

The Germantown Church Plant, Christ Community
Church, continues to move forward. We recently moved
to our new location at William B. Gibbs Elementary
School in the Milestone Community in central
Germantown. We're excited about this location in part
because of its easy access to 270 and Route 27.

It was great being at Shady Grove for our public
commissioning on February 28th. As the 'daughter,’ we
enjoyed reconnecting with our spiritual 'mother.' The
commissioning was also a great opportunity to celebrate
what God has done in bringing the new church to 'birth."

Church Planting is a highly risky endeavor. There are
numerous challenges and dangers. Like starting a new
business, it is easy to fail. Yet, God has positioned the
church plant to flourish in the years ahead. God has used
the wisdom of the Shady Grove Session to put the church
plant in the right location at the right time with strong
resources. God has also gathered a wonderful team of
faithful Christians to spearhead the mission.

Give praise to God, and pray for the church plant to
continue to advance. §
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Mark your calendars now!
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Numbers 1118 "Tell the people: 'Consecrate
yourselves in preparation for tomorrow, when you will
eat meat. The LORD heard you when you wailed, "If only
we had meat to eat! We were better off in Egypt!" Now
the LORD will give you meat, and you will eat it. *° You
will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or five, ten or
twenty days, %° but for a whole month-- until it comes out
of your nostrils and you loathe it-- because you have
rejected the LORD, who is among you, and have wailed
before him, saying, "Why did we ever leave Egypt?" '"

Numbers 14:> All the Israelites grumbled against
Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them,
"If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! > Why is
the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the
sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder.
Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" * And

they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and
go back to Egypt."

Numbers 20:* Now there was no water for the
community, and the people gathered in opposition to
Moses and Aaron. > They quarreled with Moses and said,
"If only we had died when our brothers fell dead before
the LORD! * Why did you bring the LORD's community
into this desert, that we and our livestock should die
here? > Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to this
terrible place? It has no grain or figs, grapevines or
pomegranates. And there is no water to drink!"

Joshua 7:7 - And Joshua said, "Ah, Sovereign LORD,
why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to
deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If
only we had been content to stay on the other side of the
Jordan! §
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Missions Updates
by Jan Stacey, Congregant

| have come to the conclusion that living in winter
conditions takes a lot of extra work. Prayer is work. Paul
Kl awitter recently
working, it is the most effective work that anyone can
do.” This is a truth to
another to pray for our missionaries:

Bill and Jeanine Allen, Pera009 was a year of
blessings for their family, the highlight of course being the
official adoption of Kate. Pray for their work with their La
Fuente clinic-working with the local Health officials
diagnosing tuberculosis, working in the local prisons,
expansion of their community health project in a slum
community, and hosting medical students, residents, and
attending physicians from the U.S.

Chuck and Barbara, Southern Astéeir work has
been less than normal and they find that unsettling.
Apparently there is a new immigration policy that is being
applied erratically; when they have to leave the country
every six months, they may not be able to return for sixty
days. Pray that this change will not go into effect. They
are now both back in the country. They pray that the door
for ministry would remain open for them and they ask for
wisdom in planning for the future. One goal of theirs is to
provide systematic theological training for leaders of
churches in underprivileged areas.

Craig and Ree Coulborne, Japahey were featured
inthe February Light. A cr uci al step
ordination before they return to Japan; as God to enable
Craig to make the necessary preparation for the first step
toward ordination.

Paul and Louise Klawitter, Franc&eve Hudson
wrote of their work in the January Light. They are a
dynamic couple for the Kingdom in Europe. Paul has been
grappling with the
us as a mission for
around BIG thinkers). Pray for cooperation and
partnership between the fifteen European grace Brethren
churches as they set goals.

Michael and Pearl Oh, JapaHere is another family
that recounted their 2009 family blessings and are
starting their seventh year as missionaries to Japan. They
have five energetic children that keep Pearl busy. A huge
prayer request for them is provision of a campus for CBI
in the new year. Michael spoke before a crowd of 17,000
at Urbana, and the theme of his presentation was
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As always, Michael is

So |
Andy and Kathy

Pickens, IrelandRecently

| ran across an article Andy

wrote for the May 2008

Lightenti tl ed

“Updat e:
want to be part of that hope. They need more supporters
so they can get to the field this fall; they are at 55-60% of
their needs pledged. They plan to travel to Ireland in

Hope

April Andy will be at
Forum and they will helping to develop some discipleship
courses and a children’s

Joshua Stacey, Middle Eagifter having a rough re-
entry to the field, they are settling into their student
ministry. Josh just completed a university course entitled
“Pal estinian Or al Hi
students with probing
di fficult if Jesus
God’ s grace and wi
semester. Two short-term teams will be coming from the
states in March. Part of their ministry is meeting with a
small group of believers seeking to know Jesus deeper.
Pfaythie gobphl @duld go sut of darapisgnd ome would
answer the call to follow Jesus.

Matt and Ellen Zell, Hondurasatt wrote an article
about their mission trip to Honduras (end of Jan-Feb.) in
the February Light and shared the highpoints (and some
of the low points!) during a recent Sunday service. It
sounds like God really used the time to build His kingdom.

story.
guest
promi ses
sdom as

Fo

t he |

mi |

t |

They will Be Wb af the speakersGtahd Misiond i r ect i o

Goefevendd enMardth 872" ( | need to
JG and Daryl Zoellner, Canad&e Zoellners were
greatly blessed with the recent marriage of their
daughter, Kira, to Patrick Boule in an Anglican chapel in
the mountains north of Montreal where JG preached the
service. One of the major thrusts for the Zoellners for
2010 will be laying the groundwork for a new church in
Montreal. They are asking God to prepare a core group
who are enthusiastic about starting a new urban church.
(Continued on pagé)
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Helping Churches Win the Battle for the Souls of Men

by Linda Harrison, Congregant

Our missionary of the month in March is Gary Yagel,
founding pastor of Shady Grove PCA.

Gary now serves as the Executive Director of Forging
Bonds of Brotherhood,
Family Builders, Inc. The focus of their mission is to help
churches win the battle for the souls of men. As Gary

a PCA "Sexual Integrity" retreat)
V 15workshops on Men's Ministry
V 263leaders trained

leaders were trained (highlight was 39 leaders
attended the "Reaching Every Man" training in

t h e VhemestimatathbSmhurshés whose mem'sminstrye nt o

often stresses, “This is a VvAnhnbpali inchadingi8eélders) f or Chri st'’
because all across America, countless men are losing V newly written Grace Transformed Sexuality
spiritual battles and the damage impacts their wives, (downloadable Bible study targets college-age men)
their families, and t he hoW mewlyeelisedFarging BomdsrofBrotherhbod s ay i
positively, “I1f we hel p meW ogmedocopit¢sofvafiogsimaterial mlid.er y bo dy
Forging Bonds of Brotherhood helps churches win the This year began with a bang: 103 men attending the
battle for the souls of men in three ways: Reaching EveryManme n’ s mi ni stry eac
1. provides churches with biblical resources that Gary led in Lancaster, PA, in mid-January. In the short
2. helps men connect as brothers in Christ term, he will be following that training up and focusing on
3. hel ps church buil d st r ohis@wnpresbytérys whithihas asked himitoals/ote some
The yearly report for Family Builders in 2009includes of hi s ti me to assisting it
some encouraging numbers about the work of the The long-term strategy of Forging Bonds of
organization: Brotherhood is to:
V 1levent (retreats, talks, etc.) V Chall enge men’s ministry
V  391men reached (highlight was 78 men involved in accountability and connection in the body of Christ
using the Forging Bonds of Brotherhood material.
(Continued from pag8) V Deepen its Intern.et capability using social .
Chris Garriott, University of MarylandAs Chris nEth)rk'ng’ email contact, and more dynamic
reflected on 2009, he was most thankful for the growth website techno.logy. . .
the Lord brought to his Reformed University Fellowship V. Work CI,OSEIV Wlth. the PCA national office as the
group—more and more students are joining their circle. men- s ministry C (_) ach.
He has two new interns: Kathryn Drumwright and Patrick v AIIovx:jGaryétp complete a Doctor. of Ministry degree ,
Watkins. Pray for continual growth and depth for the ahn logical ! S, ser ; : t bl N n . odn men - s
students. Chris looks forward to their spring mission trip Theologica Semmayry and thus be positioned to
to Guanajuato, Mexico, through MTS. They will be have even greater mfluen.ce among yF)ung pastors.
involved in the construction on a Christian Retreat Center Gary aske.d me to ex.press his appregatpn t? _Shady
and reaching out to the youth of the community. Grove for their substantial partngrshlp in th.|s mlr?lstry.
Kymira Callaway, Howard Universitghe is very Not only does Shady G.rc?ve pr0\{|de strc?rTg. financial .
blessed with the growth in the number of students support, b.ut many |nd|V|duaI.s give sacrificially to see this
involved in Young Life and recently took 17 students, work continue. Also, two of its board members are from
mostly freshman, to a retreat at Rockbridge. She wrote Shady Grov e. ’ Bo b J 0. h n S on an
afterwards that it was a life-changing time for many, and Johnson also serves part time to provide administrative
that some have already decided that they want to be suppor-t. ,
Young Life leaders. Sadly, she wrote that several students Fin d out m ore about Gary’s
at Howard had family and friends that were affected by Bonds “,’Ebs'te' <\(\/ww:forg|ngbonds.org> and t.he PCA
me n S mi ni stry WEbSIte, <Ww!

the earthquakes in Haiti. Pray for continual growth for
2010 and for additional financial support needed. Kymira
is a trooper! §

categories/mens-ministries-1.html>. §
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Public, Private, Or Home Schooling? All Are Choices that Honor

God And Benefit Our Children

by John Mitchell, Elder

One of the more interesting characteristics of the
body of believers at Shady Grove PCA is the variety of
choices families have made regarding the schooling of our
children. We have many strong Christian families who
have chosen private, public and home schooling.

The Bible does not seem to establish one biblical
model for the education of children. While various verses
make clear that parents have the responsibility to bring
our children up, in the
Lord,” (Eph 6:4), it 1is
exercised in various ways. There are certainly examples of
parents carrying out this responsibility by themselves as
established in Deut 6:5-9 or a community of believers as
in Psalm 78:

5 He established a testimony in Jacob

and appointed a law in Israel,

which he commanded our fathers

to teach to their children,

6 that the next generation might know them,

the children yet unborn,

and arise and tell them to their children,

7 so that they should set their hope in God

and not forget the works of God,

but keep his commandments;

However Paul , a strong
feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law
of our
school model of sorts; we can even find examples of the
government of Judah establishing public education
programs as with Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles 17:

7 In the third year of his reign he sent his officials,
Ben-hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and
Micaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah;

8 and with them the Levites, Shemaiah, Nethaniah,
Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan,
Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tobadonijah; and with
these Levites, the priests Elishama and Jehoram.

9 And they taught in Judah, having the Book of the
Law of the Lord with them. They went about
through all the cities of Judah and taught among
the people.

This is not to say that these verses place any type of
seal of approval on private or pubic schools in our culture,

fathers” (Acts 22:

but they do establish the concept that it is appropriate at

timesstacetroisk thered@icatmmotichiltren sotindividagals i 0 n
c btherahan theihparénts dntthasthere ey pe@ plaseifod i | i

private and public schooling within the community of
believers.

What are we to make of all this? There are a few
ideas that | believe we can hold fast to.

First, the responsibility for the spiritual upbringing of
our children rests firmly on the parents and is continuous.
We cannot think that by
public or private school—or even by educating them at
home—we have made an appropriate decision and can
rest securely in that knowledge. The care, nurture and
education of our children require daily commitment. In
private or public schools we must be diligent to watch
over their school relationships as well as the academic
content to which they are being exposed. For those who

Jdusate theiv eniddren at hentk Lcho@sihgeudricub wisely h e

and ensuring that their children have a variety of rich

B¢l awhonoshspemshab wWel b pre
requ.

but not of the world,"”

Second, we must realize that we are part of a broader
family of Christ and we should draw on that broader
family not just to give us good advice on how to educate
our children, but also to help us with the actual process.
As a father of three daughters who went to public
schools, | feel that the extended family at Shady Grove
helped us on a weekly if not daily basis in raising our
daughters. The influence of home school and private
school families on their upbringing was immense and
entirely
experiences in the public schools also helped to provide
important balance and a healthy influence to their many
home school and private school friends.

Finally, we must never underestimate the help we

(Continued on pag6)
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Circle of Friends

by Bernie Davidson, Congregant

February was quite a month in terms of
being able to meet or not! The actual
evening was a wet and cold one outside, but on
the inside we shared a delicious meal and heart-
warming fellowship.

We held our February meeting on the 22nd
and had a wonderful and blessed time as we
shared memories of Barbara Johnston. We
heard wonderful stories of her quick wit and
enjoyment of the use of her talents of "verbal
sparing" as well as blessings from those
ministering to her and watching her faith grow
from the love extended to her by our fellowship.

Afterwards we shared a delightful time of "Show
and Tell." It is always so fun to see what items
women bring to share and giving the opportunity to
know one another in unique ways.

Our March meeting will be held on March
15th. Please note the change of date from our
original scheduleWe have a full evening planned:
gleaning insights and encouragement from our guest
speaker, and working together on our community
service project.

Our project was introduced during our
February meeting by several women sharing our
vision for reaching out to women in need. Our LORD
directed us to three groups of women outside our
church: Rockville Pregnancy Center, Montgomery
County Detention Center, and Gabriel Network for

unwed and expectant moms.
We will be making gift bags for these women to
remind them of the infinite goodness of our GOD
and that they are NOT FORGOTTEN by Him. Our God
whois®" ABUNDANT ¢ares ard weRVMENY 10 be
His instruments and conduits of mercy.
We hope to make 100 bags and are asking women to
contribute financially to the project. Each bag is
estimated to cost $5.00 and the money will go to pay
for the supplies that we will be providing. Any gift
amount will be greatly appreciated.
Lastly, we are planning to visit the women at
the Detention Center to give their bags to
them. We will meet at the Clarksburg
Detention Center on May 6 from 5:30-9:00pm.
Directions and other details will be announced closer
to the date. Anyone interested in coming with us is
welcome. We will be having a devotional time, some
singing, and possibly a dessert as we present the
women with their bags. Because of security
reasons some details of the evening are still
being planned. An important point in our
plan to be aware of is that anyone planning
on coming needs to have a security
clearance, and the deadline for clearance
paperwork is April 19th. You can ask Julie
Bullard or Jenny Haws for the clearance form
and turn it back in to either of them.
We hope to see you in March! g

(Continued from pagb)

need from the Holy Spirit in making all of this work for
the good of our children and the glory of God. While we
can learn a lot from scripture and Christian friends to
help us educate and raise our children, the need to turn
to the Lord in prayer and to listen for the daily guidance
of the Spirit in the education of our kids is essential.
Most parents can attest to many personal shortcomings
as parents. The number of times | had to go to the Lord
and ask for forgiveness for making selfish rather than
Godly decisions in the raising of our children is
significant. Somehow the Spirit managed to take my
many blunders and turned them for his good in the lives
of our girls.

The youth ministry of SGPCA plays an important role
in all of this. It serves as an exciting meeting place where
children and parents from these three environments
come together and make lasting relationships rooted in
a common love of Christ and a desire to glorify God and
enjoy him. The love and respect that members of the
youth group and their parents have for each other is a
strong testament to the work of the Holy Spirit in our
body that should cause us to pause and praise God for
this good work. The result of this work of the Spirit is
that many of our children, regardless of the schooling
choices made by their families, have been well prepared
to serve God in their Christian calling. One more clear
evidence that we serve an awesome God! §




