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If Only . . . 

Pastor Charlie Baile 

Ex. 16.2: And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness, The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat 
around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to 
starve this entire assembly to death." 

 
Do you ever find yourself saying “If only I had done such-and-such . . . “?  
The statement is laden with regret, is it not? Some regret is not sinful, but 

most of it is. The underlying assumption with “if only” thoughts is that deep 
down we think our wisdom is a tad better than God’s providential wisdom in 
working all things for our good. “If only” statements can be with small things: 
“if only” I had not taken that turn; “if only” I had not accepted that 
appointment; “if only” we had eaten there. The little discontents tend, though, 
to spill over into large discontents. Some “if only” thoughts are truly venomous 
and poisonous to our spiritual well being and we must be on guard continually 
from moving in that direction: “If only” we hadn’t bought this house or vice 
versa; “If only” I had invested in that stock before it mushroomed or vice versa 
(before it plummeted); “If only” I had not taken that job or promotion or vice-
versa; “If only” I could get out of my marriage; “if only” we didn’t have kids or 
“if only” we had raised them differently.  
“If only” thoughts actually lay the oversized burden of God’s job in hindsight on to 

ourselves and then inflicts the wounds of regret for not living up to expectations of 
grandeur. This angry blame is shipped to God’s door if we think we have been good, 
but if we have been bad then the shipment is marked “Return to Sender” and we get 
buried in depression. In my experience with counseling married couples, it seems that 
one of the things I almost inevitably is that one or both parties have deep regrets for 
getting married to begin with: “our marriage has been a disaster from the start”; “we 
should have never gotten married”; “if only we could do it again we would not be 
married – that’s for sure.” Behind it all is a big “if only.”  
“If only” God had not intervened. God has intervened though and He has said 

without stuttering, “what God has brought together ώƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ άȅƻƪŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέϐ let no 
man put asunder” (Matt. 19:6). Who brought you together? Seriously. Read the verse 
slowly and loudly. Let it squash all “if only” regret thoughts that the enemy works to 
sow into your marriage.  
I find it interesting that the “if only” thoughts are often used in Israel’s vocabulary 

when God is trying their faith and they vacillate in unbelief. Consider afresh these “if 
only” statements and ask God to root out of you this manifestation of unbelief in His 
sovereign goodness as He applies these verses to you:  

         (Continued on page 2) 
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Numbers 11:18 "Tell the people: 'Consecrate 
yourselves in preparation for tomorrow, when you will 
eat meat. The LORD heard you when you wailed, "If only 
we had meat to eat! We were better off in Egypt!" Now 
the LORD will give you meat, and you will eat it. 19 You 
will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or five, ten or 
twenty days, 20 but for a whole month-- until it comes out 
of your nostrils and you loathe it-- because you have 
rejected the LORD, who is among you, and have wailed 
before him, saying, "Why did we ever leave Egypt?" '" 

Numbers 14:2 All the Israelites grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, 
"If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 3 Why is 
the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the 
sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. 
Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 4 And 

(Continued from page 1) they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and 
go back to Egypt."  

Numbers 20:2 Now there was no water for the 
community, and the people gathered in opposition to 
Moses and Aaron. 3 They quarreled with Moses and said, 
"If only we had died when our brothers fell dead before 
the LORD! 4 Why did you bring the LORD's community 
into this desert, that we and our livestock should die 
here? 5 Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to this 
terrible place? It has no grain or figs, grapevines or 
pomegranates. And there is no water to drink!"  

Joshua 7:7 - And Joshua said, "Ah, Sovereign LORD, 
why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to 
deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If 
only we had been content to stay on the other side of the 
Jordan! ğ 

Germantown Church Plant 
by Pastor Matt Roberts 

The Germantown Church Plant, Christ Community 
Church, continues to move forward. We recently moved 
to our new location at William B. Gibbs Elementary 
School in the Milestone Community in central 
Germantown. We're excited about this location in part 
because of its easy access to 270 and Route 27.  

It was great being at Shady Grove for our public 
commissioning on February 28th. As the 'daughter,' we 
enjoyed reconnecting with our spiritual 'mother.' The 
commissioning was also a great opportunity to celebrate 
what God has done in bringing the new church to 'birth.'  

Church Planting is a highly risky endeavor. There are 
numerous challenges and dangers. Like starting a new 
business, it is easy to fail. Yet, God has positioned the 
church plant to flourish in the years ahead. God has used 
the wisdom of the Shady Grove Session to put the church 
plant in the right location at the right time with strong 
resources. God has also gathered a wonderful team of 
faithful Christians to spearhead the mission.  

Give praise to God, and pray for the church plant to 
continue to advance. ğ 

 

SGPCA ANNUAL  

EASTER EGG HUNT  

at PASTOR PARKERõS 
 

Saturday, April 3  

3:00pm 
 

Mark your calendars now!  
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Missions Updates 
by Jan Stacey, Congregant 

I have come to the conclusion that living in winter 
conditions takes a lot of extra work. Prayer is work. Paul 
Klawitter recently quoted R. A. Torrey, writing “Praying is 
working, it is the most effective work that anyone can 
do.” This is a truth to ponder. So let’s encourage one 
another to pray for our missionaries:  

Bill and Jeanine Allen, Peru: 2009 was a year of 
blessings for their family, the highlight of course being the 
official adoption of Kate. Pray for their work with their La 
Fuente clinic-working with the local Health officials 
diagnosing tuberculosis, working in the local prisons, 
expansion of their community health project in a slum 
community, and hosting medical students, residents, and 
attending physicians from the U.S.  

Chuck and Barbara, Southern Asia: Their work has 
been less than normal and they find that unsettling. 
Apparently there is a new immigration policy that is being 
applied erratically; when they have to leave the country 
every six months, they may not be able to return for sixty 
days. Pray that this change will not go into effect. They 
are now both back in the country. They pray that the door 
for ministry would remain open for them and they ask for 
wisdom in planning for the future. One goal of theirs is to 
provide systematic theological training for leaders of 
churches in underprivileged areas.  

Craig and Ree Coulborne, Japan: They were featured 
in the February Light. A crucial step for them is Craig’s 
ordination before they return to Japan; as God to enable 
Craig to make the necessary preparation for the first step 
toward ordination.  

Paul and Louise Klawitter, France: Steve Hudson 
wrote of their work in the January Light. They are a 
dynamic couple for the Kingdom in Europe. Paul has been 
grappling with the question, “What is God’s direction for 
us as a mission for this new decade?” ( I need to be 
around BIG thinkers). Pray for cooperation and 
partnership between the fifteen European grace Brethren 
churches as they set goals.  

Michael and Pearl Oh, Japan: Here is another family 
that recounted their 2009 family blessings and are 
starting their seventh year as missionaries to Japan. They 
have five energetic children that keep Pearl busy. A huge 
prayer request for them is provision of a campus for CBI 
in the new year. Michael spoke before a crowd of 17,000 
at Urbana, and the theme of his presentation was 

reconciliation with God as 
the basis of our 
reconciliation with others. 
As always, Michael is 
profound.  

Andy and Kathy 
Pickens, Ireland: Recently 
I ran across an article Andy 
wrote for the May 2008 
Light entitled “Update: Hope For Ireland.” The Pickens 
want to be part of that hope. They need more supporters 
so they can get to the field this fall; they are at 55-60% of 
their needs pledged. They plan to travel to Ireland in 
April. Andy will be at the MTW Europe Team Leader’s 
Forum and they will helping to develop some discipleship 
courses and a children’s ministry.  

Joshua Stacey, Middle East: After having a rough re-
entry to the field, they are settling into their student 
ministry. Josh just completed a university course entitled 
“Palestinian Oral History.” They are always meeting 
students with probing questions like “’Why is life so 
difficult if Jesus promises life to full?” They are seeking 
God’s grace and wisdom as they plan for this new 
semester. Two short-term teams will be coming from the 
states in March. Part of their ministry is meeting with a 
small group of believers seeking to know Jesus deeper. 
Pray the gospel would go out on campus and some would 
answer the call to follow Jesus.  

Matt and Ellen Zell, Honduras: Matt wrote an article 
about their mission trip to Honduras (end of Jan-Feb.) in 
the February Light and shared the highpoints (and some 
of the low points!) during a recent Sunday service. It 
sounds like God really used the time to build His kingdom. 
They will be one of the speakers at the Mission 
Conference on March 5-7.  

JG and Daryl Zoellner, Canada: The Zoellners were 
greatly blessed with the recent marriage of their 
daughter, Kira, to Patrick Boule in an Anglican chapel in 
the mountains north of Montreal where JG preached the 
service. One of the major thrusts for the Zoellners for 
2010 will be laying the groundwork for a new church in 
Montreal. They are asking God to prepare a core group 
who are enthusiastic about starting a new urban church. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Helping Churches Win the Battle for the Souls of Men 
by Linda Harrison, Congregant 

 Chris Garriott, University of Maryland: As Chris 
reflected on 2009, he was most thankful for the growth 
the Lord brought to his Reformed University Fellowship 
group—more and more students are joining their circle. 
He has two new interns: Kathryn Drumwright and Patrick 
Watkins. Pray for continual growth and depth for the 
students. Chris looks forward to their spring mission trip 
to Guanajuato, Mexico, through MTS. They will be 
involved in the construction on a Christian Retreat Center 
and reaching out to the youth of the community.  

Kymira Callaway, Howard University: She is very 
blessed with the growth in the number of students 
involved in Young Life and recently took 17 students, 
mostly freshman, to a retreat at Rockbridge. She wrote 
afterwards that it was a life-changing time for many, and 
that some have already decided that they want to be 
Young Life leaders. Sadly, she wrote that several students 
at Howard had family and friends that were affected by 
the earthquakes in Haiti. Pray for continual growth for 
20l0 and for additional financial support needed. Kymira 
is a trooper!   ğ 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

Our missionary of the month in March is Gary Yagel, 
founding pastor of Shady Grove PCA.  

Gary now serves as the Executive Director of Forging 
Bonds of Brotherhood, the men’s ministry component of 
Family Builders, Inc. The focus of their mission is to help 
churches win the battle for the souls of men. As Gary 
often stresses, “This is a vital mission for Christ’s church 
because all across America, countless men are losing 
spiritual battles and the damage impacts their wives, 
their families, and the honor of our Lord.” To say it 
positively, “If we help men get it right, everybody wins.” 

Forging Bonds of Brotherhood helps churches win the 
battle for the souls of men in three ways: 

1. provides churches with biblical resources 
2. helps men connect as brothers in Christ 
3. helps church build strong men’s ministries 

 The yearly report for Family Builders in 2009 includes 
some encouraging numbers about the work of the 
organization:   
V 11 event (retreats, talks, etc.) 
V 391 men reached (highlight was 78 men involved in 

a PCA "Sexual Integrity" retreat)  
V 15 workshops on Men's Ministry 
V 263 leaders trained 
V an estimated 65 churches whose men's ministry 

leaders were trained (highlight was 39 leaders 
attended the "Reaching Every Man" training in 
Annapolis, including 13 elders) 

V newly written Grace Transformed Sexuality 
(downloadable Bible study targets college-age men) 

V newly revised Forging Bonds of Brotherhood 
V over 400 copies of various material sold. 

This year began with a bang: 103 men attending the 
Reaching Every Man men’s ministry leadership training 
that Gary led in Lancaster, PA, in mid-January. In the short 
term, he will be following that training up and focusing on 
his own presbytery, which has asked him to devote some 
of his time to assisting its churches with men’s ministry.   

The long-term strategy of Forging Bonds of 
Brotherhood is to:    
V Challenge men’s ministry leaders to model 

accountability and connection in the body of Christ 
using the Forging Bonds of Brotherhood material. 

V Deepen its Internet capability using social 
networking, email contact, and more dynamic 
website technology. 

V Work closely with the PCA national office as the 
men’s ministry coach. 

V Allow Gary to complete a Doctor of Ministry degree 
and dissertation on men’s ministry at Reformed 
Theological Seminary and thus be positioned to 
have even greater influence among young pastors.  

Gary asked me to express his appreciation to Shady 
Grove for their substantial partnership in this ministry. 
Not only does Shady Grove provide strong financial 
support, but many individuals give sacrificially to see this 
work continue.  Also, two of its board members are from 
Shady Grove: Bob Johnson and Eric O’Neill. Marsha 
Johnson also serves part time to provide administrative 
support.   
Find out more about Gary’s ministry at the Forging 

Bonds website, <www.forgingbonds.org> and the PCA 
men’s ministry website, <www.equip.pcacep.org/
categories/mens-ministries-1.html>.  ğ 
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Public, Private, Or Home Schooling? All Are Choices that Honor 
God And Benefit Our Children 
by John Mitchell, Elder 

One of the more interesting characteristics of the 
body of believers at Shady Grove PCA is the variety of 
choices families have made regarding the schooling of our 
children. We have many strong Christian families who 
have chosen private, public and home schooling.  

The Bible does not seem to establish one biblical 
model for the education of children. While various verses 
make clear that parents have the responsibility to bring 
our children up, “in the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord,” (Eph 6:4), it is clear that this responsibility can be 
exercised in various ways. There are certainly examples of 
parents carrying out this responsibility by themselves as 
established in Deut 6:5-9 or a community of believers as 
in Psalm 78: 

5  He established a testimony in Jacob 
   and appointed a law in Israel, 
   which he commanded our fathers 
   to teach to their children, 
6  that the next generation might know them, 
   the children yet unborn, 
   and arise and tell them to their children, 
7  so that they should set their hope in God 
   and not forget the works of God, 
   but keep his commandments; 
However Paul, a strong Jew, was, “educated at the 

feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law 
of our fathers” (Acts 22:3), which seems to be a private 
school model of sorts; we can even find examples of the 
government of Judah establishing public education 
programs as with Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles 17: 

7 In the third year of his reign he sent his officials, 
Ben-hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and 
Micaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah;  

8 and with them the Levites, Shemaiah, Nethaniah, 
Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, 
Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tobadonijah; and with 
these Levites, the priests Elishama and Jehoram.  

9 And they taught in Judah, having the Book of the 
Law of the Lord with them. They went about 
through all the cities of Judah and taught among 
the people. 

This is not to say that these verses place any type of 
seal of approval on private or pubic schools in our culture, 

but they do establish the concept that it is appropriate at 
times to entrust the education of children to individuals 
other than their parents and that there may be a place for 
private and public schooling within the community of 
believers.  

What are we to make of all this? There are a few 
ideas that I believe we can hold fast to. 

First, the responsibility for the spiritual upbringing of 
our children rests firmly on the parents and is continuous. 
We cannot think that by sending our children to a “good” 
public or private school—or even by educating them at 
home—we have made an appropriate decision and can 
rest securely in that knowledge. The care, nurture and 
education of our children require daily commitment. In 
private or public schools we must be diligent to watch 
over their school relationships as well as the academic 
content to which they are being exposed. For those who 
educate their children at home, choosing curricula wisely 
and ensuring that their children have a variety of rich 
relationships that will prepare them for life, “in the world 
but not of the world,” requires constant attention. 

Second, we must realize that we are part of a broader 
family of Christ and we should draw on that broader 
family not just to give us good advice on how to educate 
our children, but also to help us with the actual process. 
As a father of three daughters who went to public 
schools, I feel that the extended family at Shady Grove 
helped us on a weekly if not daily basis in raising our 
daughters. The influence of home school and private 
school families on their upbringing was immense and 
entirely positive. I like to think that our daughters’ 
experiences in the public schools also helped to provide 
important balance and a healthy influence to their many 
home school and private school friends.  

Finally, we must never underestimate the help we 
(Continued on page 6) 
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February was quite a month in terms of 
being able to meet or not! The actual 
evening was a wet and cold one outside, but on 
the inside we shared a delicious meal and heart-
warming fellowship.  

We held our February meeting on the 22nd 
and had a wonderful and blessed time as we 
shared memories of Barbara Johnston. We 
heard wonderful stories of her quick wit and 
enjoyment of the use of her talents of "verbal 
sparing" as well as blessings from those 
ministering to her and watching her faith grow 
from the love extended to her by our fellowship.  

Afterwards we shared a delightful time of "Show 
and Tell." It is always so fun to see what items 
women bring to share and giving the opportunity to 
know one another in unique ways.  

Our March meeting will be held on March 
15th. Please note the change of date from our 
original schedule. We have a full evening planned: 
gleaning insights and encouragement from our guest 
speaker, and working together on our community 
service project.  

Our project was introduced during our 
February meeting by several women sharing our 
vision for reaching out to women in need. Our LORD 
directed us to three groups of women outside our 
church: Rockville Pregnancy Center, Montgomery 
County Detention Center, and Gabriel Network for 

unwed and expectant moms.  
We will be making gift bags for these women to 
remind them of the infinite goodness of our GOD 

and that they are NOT FORGOTTEN by Him. Our God 
who is "ABUNDANT in MERCY” cares and we want to be 

His instruments and conduits of mercy.  
We hope to make 100 bags and are asking women to 
contribute financially to the project. Each bag is 

estimated to cost $5.00 and the money will go to pay 
for the supplies that we will be providing. Any gift 

amount will be greatly appreciated.  
Lastly, we are planning to visit the women at 
the Detention Center to give their bags to 
them. We will meet at the Clarksburg 

Detention Center on May 6 from 5:30-9:00pm. 
Directions and other details will be announced closer 

to the date. Anyone interested in coming with us is 
welcome. We will be having a devotional time, some 

singing, and possibly a dessert as we present the 
women with their bags. Because of security 

reasons some details of the evening are still 
being planned. An important point in our 
plan to be aware of is that anyone planning 
on coming needs to have a security 
clearance, and the deadline for clearance 
paperwork is April 19th. You can ask Julie 

Bullard or Jenny Haws for the clearance form 
and turn it back in to either of them.  

We hope to see you in March!  ğ 

need from the Holy Spirit in making all of this work for 
the good of our children and the glory of God. While we 
can learn a lot from scripture and Christian friends to 
help us educate and raise our children, the need to turn 
to the Lord in prayer and to listen for the daily guidance 
of the Spirit in the education of our kids is essential. 
Most parents can attest to many personal shortcomings 
as parents. The number of times I had to go to the Lord 
and ask for forgiveness for making selfish rather than 
Godly decisions in the raising of our children is 
significant. Somehow the Spirit managed to take my 
many blunders and turned them for his good in the lives 
of our girls.  

(Continued from page 5) 

Circle of Friends 
by Bernie Davidson, Congregant 

The youth ministry of SGPCA plays an important role 
in all of this. It serves as an exciting meeting place where 
children and parents from these three environments 
come together and make lasting relationships rooted in 
a common love of Christ and a desire to glorify God and 
enjoy him. The love and respect that members of the 
youth group and their parents have for each other is a 
strong testament to the work of the Holy Spirit in our 
body that should cause us to pause and praise God for 
this good work. The result of this work of the Spirit is 
that many of our children, regardless of the schooling 
choices made by their families, have been well prepared 
to serve God in their Christian calling. One more clear 
evidence that we serve an awesome God! ğ 

 


